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 TOWN OF GRAFTON 
GRAFTON MEMORIAL MUNICIPAL CENTER 

30 PROVIDENCE ROAD 

GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01519 

(508) 839-5335 ext 1100  FAX (508) 839-4602 

www.grafton-ma.gov 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING AGENDA 
March 12, 2019 

Municipal Center, Conference Room A 
7:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
1. SCHEDULE 

a) Cable Oversight Committee 

b) Grafton Housing Authority 

c) Natures Remedy, Recreational Sales – Bob Carr 

2. RESIGNATIONS 

3. APPOINTMENTS  

Board of Selectmen  

a)  MBTA Advisory Board – Designate/Appoint a Local Representative 

Town Administrator - None 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

a) K-9 Pilot Program 

b) Fire Department Study Committee – Vote to establish Committee & Set Charge 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS / TA REPORTS 

6. CORRESPONDENCE  

7. DISCUSSION 

a) FY2020 Budget 

b) Town Administrator – Evaluation/Goals 

c) Finance Study Committee 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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8. MEETING MINUTES 

a) Board of Selectmen – November 6, 2018 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MGL Chapter 30A, Sec. 21(3) 
Litigation Update 
Litigation Strategy 
Union Negotiations  
Land Negotiation 
Non Union Negotiations 
Strategy for Negotiations 
Minutes 

ADJOURN 
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 TOWN OF GRAFTON 1 
GRAFTON MEMORIAL MUNICIPAL CENTER 2 

30 PROVIDENCE ROAD 3 

GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01519 4 
(508) 839-5335 ext 1100  FAX (508) 839-4602 5 

www.grafton-ma.gov 6 
 7 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 8 
MEETING AGENDA 9 
November 6, 2018 10 

Municipal Center, Conference Room A 11 
6:00 p.m. 12 

 13 
 14 

A regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Chairman Sargon 15 

Hanna, Jennifer Thomas, Clerk, Bruce Spinney, Craig Dauphinais and Edward Prisby.  16 

Also present, Rebecca Meekins, Assistant Town Administrator.   17 

 18 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 19 

Chairman Hanna read the following announcements: Grafton’s Annual Amazing Turkey 20 

Challenge will take place November 17th at 10 a.m.  For more information or to register 21 

your team visit GraftonRec.com.  The Small Stones Festival of the Arts, a collaboration 22 

of Apple Tree Arts, the Worcester County Camera Club and the Blackstone Valley Arts 23 

Association will be held November 9th – 11th in the Great Hall, One Grafton Common – 24 

Apple Tree Arts.  For more information visit smallstonesfestival.org.  Town Offices will 25 

be closed Monday November 12th in observation of Veteran’s Day.  Your Curbside 26 

collections (trash and recycling) will be delayed one day.   27 

 28 

SCHEDULE  29 

Vote to Sign MSBA Feasibility Study Agreement for North Street Window Project:  Peter 30 

Carlson, School Committee Chair and Dan Gale, School Finance Director were present 31 

and gave a brief overview.  The cost so far was $62,000 and they expected to get back 32 

52% of the cost.   A motion was made by Mrs. Thomas to authorize the chairman to 33 

sign the MSBA Feasibility Study Agreement for the North Street Window Project. Motion 34 

seconded by Mr. Prisby.  Motion carried 5-0. 35 

 36 

RESIGNATIONS 37 

A motion was made by Mr. Spinney to accept the resignation of Steve Lawrence, 38 

Election Worker. Motion seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  Motion carried 5-0. 39 

 40 

APPOINTMENTS  41 

Board of Selectmen  42 

A motion was made by Mr. Spinney to appoint Wendy Reid and Amy Marr as election 43 

workers.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  Motion carred 5-0.   44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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Town Administrator 48 

Ms. Meekins stated that Peter Gagne was interviewed along with other candidates.  49 

Both, Paul Cournoyer, DPW Director and Kevin Gallagher, Highway Superintendent 50 

recomemended Mr. Gagne to the Town Administrator.  He had years of experience, he 51 

got his CDL license and worked as a snow plow contractor over the years.  A motion 52 

was made by Mr. Spinney to appoint Peter Gagne as a DPW Heavy Equipment 53 

Operator.  Motion seconded by Mr. Dauphinais.  Motion carried 5-0.  54 

 55 

A motion was made by Mrs. Thomas to appoint John P. Kelley as a Part Time Access 56 

Assistant/Booth Operator.  Motion seconded by Mr. Spinney.  Motion carried 5-0. 57 

 58 

NEW BUSINESS 59 

116R North Street – Vote to Waive 61B Requirement / Vote to Sign Waiver Notice   60 

Attorney Lawrence Army was present to represent the property owner Joseph 61 

Babowitch.  The law states that the owner must notify the Board of Selectmen 90 days 62 

in advance of a foreclosure sale for a property in 61B, which is land deemed to be 63 

recreational land.  The foreclosure sale happened without noticing the Board and the 64 

current owner plans to keep the property in 61B.  The request this evening was to waive 65 

the requirement so the owner could get a clear title to the property.  The notice for this 66 

foreclosure sale would not have allowed the Board of Selectmen a right of first refusal, 67 

as when the property were coming out of 61B.  Ms. Meekins noted that if the current 68 

owner wished to remove the property or sell the property from 61B, they would then be 69 

required to notice the town and the town would then receive the right of first refusal.  A 70 

motion was made by Mr. Prisby, to waive the 61B Requirement for 116R North Street 71 

and Sign the Waiver Notice.  Motion seconded by Mr. Spinney.  Motion carried 5-0. 72 

 73 

Vote to Sign Salt Contracts – Morton Salt Inc & Champion Salt, LLC 74 

These contracts were for the purchase of road salt for the upcoming winter season.  It 75 

was noted that the town was part of a collaborative for this purchase.  A motion was 76 

made by Mr. Dauphinais to sign the salt contracts with Morton Salt for $48.58 per ton 77 

delivered and Champion Salt, LLC for $51.97 per ton delivered.  Motion seconded by 78 

Mr. Prisby.  Motion carried 5-0. 79 

 80 

DPW Building Committee Project Update 81 

Andy Deschenes and John Bechard were present to give an update on the DPW 82 

Building project.  Bids were received for the building, Mr. Bechard reviewed the 83 

documents and the bid alternates noting 8 bids were received.  Mr. Bechard reviewed 84 

some of the options that the committee was considering to stay within the budget.  They 85 

also felt this way they’d get better options and prices.   The Committee felt if they went 86 

with the base bid and the salt shed, they’d be able to move forward with no setbacks 87 

and they’d be looking at 10.5 million.  It was noted that going back to Town Meeting for 88 

additional funds, possibly using some Chapter 90 funds or the consideration of 89 

Stabilization funds were the other three options.  Mr. Bechard and Mr. Deschenes would 90 

be returning at a later date for final contract approval/signature, this was just an update 91 

and a request for input from the Selectmen. 92 

  93 

 94 
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Renaming of Land – Churchill Meadows 95 

Mrs. Thomas as a member of CPC gave the background on this items.  Years ago the 96 

land was purchased from the Churchill’s.  The funds were from CPC and the Grafton 97 

Land Trust.  Traditionally, land that was not donated to the town was not named after 98 

someone. Therefore, by recommendation of the Grafton Land Trust, and the 99 

Community Preservation Committee the Board was asked to formally name the property 100 

currently known as Churchill Meadows to the Great Meadows Gateway.  A motion was 101 

made by Mr. Dauphinais to rename the property located at 114 Merriam Road, Great 102 

Meadows Gateway.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  Motion carried 5-0. 103 

 104 

SELECTMEN REPORTS   105 

Mrs. Thomas noted an Open Space Master Plan meeting would be held next week. 106 

They would be going over the draft open space master plan.  Mr. Dauphinais said the 107 

EDC had been working on program to promote shopping local, “ShopGrafton” was their 108 

catch phrase.  John Allen would be present at an upcoming meeting to promote the 109 

event and recognize the students who designed the logo.    110 

 111 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS 112 

Ms. Meekins noted that Mr. McInerney was negotiating a lease with St. Andrews church 113 

for the temporary relocation of the library.  The lease would be on the November 20th 114 

agenda.  The pole petition which was before the selectmen earlier had been withdrawn 115 

as it was being placed on private property.  On November 13th the Grafton Cultural 116 

Council and the Soldiers Memorials Trustees would be in to give their updates.  Ms. 117 

Meekins reviewed the items scheduled for the November 20th meeting.  Being the Week 118 

of Thanksgiving, the board was contemplating moving items to the 13th of November.   119 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 120 

DISCUSSION - None 121 

MEETING MINUTES - None 122 

At 8:00 p.m. A motion was made by Mr. Spinney to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 123 

seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  Motion Carried 5-0. 124 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 125 

MGL Chapter 30A, Sec. 21(3) 126 

Litigation Update 127 

Litigation Strategy 128 

Union Negotiations  129 

Land Negotiation 130 

Non Union Negotiations 131 

Strategy for Negotiations 132 

Minutes 133 

ADJOURN 134 
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